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How do I find the difference between two dates in Monarch?
Date formats work much differently than numeric formats.  The most common thing to try is subtracting one date from another, however, in Monarch this doesn’t work.  In Monarch you will need to use a function, specifically the AGE function.  Sometimes functions can be intimidating but once you understand how they work they can be very simple to use.  

Start by opening your report and create your templates to trap the fields you will need.  Then go to the Table Window.  
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What you’ll need to do next is create a new calculated field.  On the general tab, name the field and choose date as the format then click on the Formula tab.  
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On the formula tab you’ll see 3 separate areas which contain your table fields, operators and functions.  Double click on the AGE function within the Functions list.  You will notice there are three sections within the function where you will need to enter your criteria.  
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The first section will be your start date, the second section will be your end date and the third section is the interval.  (the way in which the difference will be displayed.  i.e. days, weeks, months etc.)  In this example we are going to determine the difference between the HIREDATE and today’s date.  In the first section you’ll need the start date and in this case we’ll use the HIREDATE.  If you enter a date value remember that value has to be in braces for Monarch to recognize it as a date.  Example:  {07/01/08}  
For the second section, in this example we are going to use TODAY() from the functions list as our end date.  Using the TODAY() function here will insure the calculation will always use the day you are running the report as your end date, or you could enter a specific end date.
In the third section you’ll need to specify the interval or the way in which you want to see the difference calculated.  The interval values are:
1=years, 2=months, 3=weeks, 4=days, 5=hours, 6=minutes and 7=seconds

In the example above we used 2 as the interval which represents months.  
Then you could create an additional calculated field that would separate the months into years and months by taking the months divided by 12.  
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On the General tab change the Type to numeric with 1 decimal point to show as years.months. 
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Report results:
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